
Tinting Tutorial 
(with converting to black and white) 

By Hummie 
 
You will read me say over and over that there are many ways to achieve the 
same thing in Photoshop Elements.  Tinting photos certainly demonstrates this.  
However, isn't that what makes learning this program so much fun? 
 
Put your photo on your layout (I choose a photo of a trail that I took, but this 
technique is more commonly used on photos of people).  Make a duplicate of 
your layer so as to have a spare in the event you goof up and want to start over.  
Click the eye on your backup layer. 
 
CONVERTING TO BLACK AND WHITE 

 
Most often, it is first 
necessary to remove 
the color from your 
photo.  Of course, 
there are several ways 
to remove color!  We 
will achieve this by 
going to the Enhance 
drop down menu; 
choose Adjust Color, 
and then Remove 
Color.  You can also 
click Shift, Control, 
and U to achieve the 
same thing. 
 

 
 
Another way to remove the 
color is to go to the Enhance 
drop down menu; then 
choose Adjust Color, Adjust 
Hue/Saturation.  In the pop up 
box, slide the Saturation 
slider to the left edge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
And yet, there is 
another way to change 
the photo to black and 
white. 
 
With the photo layer 
as the active layer, 
click on the new 
adjustment layer icon 
(located between the 
new layer icon and 
trash can icon above 
the layers palette).  

Click on Gradient Map.  A box will pop up.  Double click on the bar in the middle 
of the box to bring up the Gradient editor pop up box.  Choose the black to white 
gradient.  If desired, play with the sliders. 
 
This method is nice because the original photo is unchanged.  It is easy to adjust 
the sliders after applying the tinting methods below by clicking on the left icon in 
the adjustment layer to bring up the pop up boxes again.  You will read more 
below about adjustment layers. 
 
Please note, if this method is used, when applying some of the methods below, 
the gradient map layer will be the active layer, rather than the photo layer.  In 
other words, the application to apply the tinting will need to be above the gradient 
map adjustment layer. 
 
TINTING WITH OPACITY AND BLENDING MODES 

 
Create a new layer 
above the photo layer. 
Use your marquee tool 
to make a selection 
the same size as your 
photo and fill it with 
your chosen color.  
Lower the opacity of 
this layer until you like 
what you see.  In my 
sample below, this 
gives a foggy view (not 
always what is 
desired, but 
sometimes). 



 
 
 

 
Rather than changing 
the opacity of the 
layer, try playing 
around with different 
blending modes.  In 
the sample below, I 
used 100% opacity 
and the overlay 
blending mode. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The possibilities are 
endless when you are 
able to change your 
layer to any color 
imaginable.  Below is 
a sample of my photo 
in blue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
TINTING WITH LAYER STYLES 
 
 

Here is an easier way 
of tinting your photos.  
Photoshop Elements 
has some layer styles 
that will tint for you 
with a click of a button.  
Click on the arrow in 
your Styles and Effects 
and look for the 
Photographic Effects.  
Click around on the 
choices and see what 
happens!  Playing is 
fun! 
 
 

 
 
TINTING WITH HUE/SATUATION  
 

Are you ready to learn 
yet another way?  First 
remove the color from 
your photo as 
explained above.  
Then, under the 
Enhance drop down 
menu, choose Adjust 
Color, and then 
Hue/Saturation.  In the 
pop up box, click on 
the colorize box so it 
shows a checkmark.  
Play with the sliders to 
get an infinite amount 
of choices. 

 
 
 
 



TINTING WITH HUE/SATURATION ADJUSTMENT LAYER 
 

 
And yet, here is another 
way!  This one is a little 
more complicated to 
learn, but worth the time 
it takes to learn.  
Remove the color from 
your photo as explained 
above.  With the photo 
layer as the active layer, 
click on the new 
adjustment layer icon 
(located between the 
new layer icon and trash 
can icon above the 
layers palette).  Click on 

Hue/Saturation.  The Hue and Saturation box will pop up.  As before, click on the 
box next to colorize so a checkmark is in the box and move the sliders. 
 
Once you click okay, a new layer will be created.  I will explain more below about 
how this layer works. 
 

 
In the alternative, 
leave your photo in full 
color.   Click on the 
new adjustment layer 
icon.  This time you do 
not need to click the 
colorize box (because 
you left your photo in 
color!).  Instead, click 
on the drop down 
menu and choose a 
color channel.  Then 
play with the sliders.  
In my sample, I 
changed only the 
green channel to a 

purple color.  Since most of my photo was in green, it changed most of the photo 
to purple.  All other colors will remain the same.  This can create some really 
interesting effects and is quite fun to play with!   
 
 



What happens when 
you use a new 
adjustment layer?  It 
creates a new layer 
with two icons on it (a 
mask).  Each icon 
controls something 
different.  You can 
click directly on the 
icons to choose them 
in order to change 
them. 
 
On the left, the icon 
indicates what kind of 
adjustment layer you 

created.  In this instance, it is the hue/saturation adjustment.  You can double 
click on this icon and the pop up window will appear again to edit with the sliders.  
Using adjustment layers is nice because it does not change the original photo at 
all.  What you do on this layer affects what is on the layer directly below it. 
 
The right icon is the Layer Mask.  It is also known as a "clipping mask."  This 
controls what area is effected by the adjustment.  The areas shown on this icon 
that are white are affected by the adjustment.  The areas shown on this icon that 
are black are not affected by the adjustment.  Try clicking on the mask to make it 
active.  Now use your paint bucket on your desktop to fill with black.  Notice you 
will see your photo no more.  Now, make white your foreground color.  Choose 
the brush tool and use the mouse to brush with it on the desktop (on the photo).  
Notice that the areas that you are painting are now visible. See this tutorial for 
more screen caps.  
 
It is important to note that if you click on only the right mask icon on the layer to 
drag to the trash can, only the layer mask will be deleted.  If you are going to 
have the entire area as visible for the adjustment, it is okay to trash it, but not 
necessary.  If you want to delete the entire adjustment layer, you will need to 
click on the solid color area to the right of the icons to drag to the trash can. 



TINTING WITH FREE FILTERS 
 

Are you ready to learn 
yet one more way to 
tint?!  How much do I 
love Photoshop 
Elements?  Let me 
count the ways! 
 
There is a popular free 
filter available for 
download on the 
internet called Virtual 
Photographer.  Click 
here.  Once installed, 
it can be accessed at 
the bottom of the filter 
drop down menu.   

 
There are instructions for installing it on their website. 
 
 
TINTING WITH COLOR VARIATIONS 

 
Thought we were 
done, huh?  How 
about one more way to 
play with tinting? 
 
Utilizing a color photo, 
go to the Enhance 
drop down menu, and 
then choose Adjust 
color, and Color 
Variations.   
 
In the pop up box, 
slide the “Adjust Color 
Intensity” slider all the 
way to the right.  Click 

around on the box choices, more choice will appear.  Just click and play to learn.  
Go back to the original photo and bring this box up again.  This time, click on the 
shadows, highlights, or saturation options and play with those.  Some very artistic 
photos can be achieved by happenstance. 
 
 



 
 
 
TINTING WITH PHOTO FILTER ADJUSTMENT LAYER 
 

I bet you thought we 
were done once 
again?  Oh, the 
wonders of my PSE! 
 
Click on the icon for a 
new adjust layer 
(between the new 
layer icon and the 
trash can icon) and 
choose “Photo Filter.”  
Play with the intensity 
and the filter options. 

 
 
 


