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PETITION TO THE PRESIDENT AND THE SNATE BY THE 

CITIZENS OF CAPE GIRARDEAU 

 

[NA: SD, La. Terr Papers, II: DS] 

 [January 6, 1806] 

To the President and to the Honourable the Senate of the United States in Congress assembled-

- 

 We the citizens of the District of Cape Girardeau in uper Louisiana for ourselves and our 

Neighbours; after being informed as we have been; that the Intrigues and machinations of a 

few Designing, turbulent and Disappointed People of the District of St Genevive Who have 

maliciously & without any Substantial Reason Propagated Reports unfavourable to the 

character & conduct of our Excellent Governor James Wilkinson Esqr Evidently Intending to 

Prejudice the Hounorable Senate against him to the End that they may not confirm his 

Appointment; We therefore feel it a Duty we owe ourselves. A duty we owe to the Character & 

Conduct of his Excellancy & a Proper Defference to the Chief Majestrate of the United States 

Whose Integrety and talents are well known & whose Wisdom and Judgement in the selection 

of character to fill the Defferent Posts of Honour Profit & trust has long since been acknowledge 

and approved. 

   We therefore Request & Petition your Honours to Receive this as a proof of our Entire 

approbation of his appointment of Governor to our Terrytory & our unlmitted Confidence in 

the Wisdom, Judgement & Integrity of the Commander in Chief of the United States forces now 

administering the Office of Governor over our Territory;  We can safely Say; that the whole Tenor 

of his Conduct since he arived here has been such; as ought to have satisfyed and contended 

the great majority of the People more Particularly the People of this District who are chiefly all 

American Emigrants or citizens arived from the States since the Cession with Respect & 

Defference we have the Honour to be your Most obt Humble servants. 

January 6th 1806 

Christr Hays            James (his X mark) Cox 

John Hays               R W Ferron 

Edwd F. Bond          Robt Hall 

Geo Henderson       Joseph Buatt 

Geroge Hays           Louis Foelkel 

Benjn Tennille         John Nick Shum (52 Nickson?) 

William White         William Ross 

Elijah Loyd               Peter (his X mark) Williams 

John Summars 

Henry Hatten 

Ellexandrew Summers 

John Randon  
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Source 

"United States records," FamilySearch 

(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSZF-ZH2T), image 244 of 1232; 

Carter, Clarence Edwin. 

Image Group Number: 007942550 

The territorial papers of the United States | v. XIII - XV The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1803-

1821 (NARA Series M721, Roll 9) 

PAGE 389 

 

 

This Petition is found in The Territorial Papers of the United States (compiled by Clarence 

Edwin Carter) Vol XIII (13) covering 1803 to 1806. The Territorial Papers of the United States is 

a 28-volume set edited by C.E. Carter and J.P. Bloom covering many states which transcribe 

documents on territorial administration. The Territorial Papers of the United States covering 

Missouri are primarily found in Volumes 13, 14, and 15 compiled by Clarence Edwin Carter, 

focusing on the Territory of Louisiana-Missouri from 1803 to 1821. These volumes document 

the administration, land claims, and transition of the territory into statehood. 

 

The entire book is public domain and can be read and individual pages downloaded (unless 

logged in) from Hathi Trust (https://www.hathitrust.org) and Family Search 

(https://www.familysearch.org), and the entire book can be downloaded from Google Books. 

They are also searchable in all formats. 

 

Volume 13 of The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1803-1806 covers the initial transfer and 

organization. 

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015010694183&seq=7 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Territorial_Papers_of_the_United_Sta/MsR6R943I

FkC 

 

Volume 14 of The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1806-1814 covers territorial administration 

and the War of 1812 period. 

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015010694175&seq=7 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Territorial_Papers_of_the_United_Sta/M4pHAQAA

MAAJ 

 

Volume 15 of The Territory of Louisiana-Missouri, 1815-1821 covers the lead-up to statehood. 

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015073065305&seq=7 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Territorial_Papers_of_the_United_Sta/MaCHAAAA

MAAJ 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-CSZF-ZH2T
https://www.hathitrust.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015010694183&seq=7
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Territorial_Papers_of_the_United_Sta/MsR6R943IFkC
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Territorial_Papers_of_the_United_Sta/MsR6R943IFkC
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015010694175&seq=7
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Territorial_Papers_of_the_United_Sta/M4pHAQAAMAAJ
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Territorial_Papers_of_the_United_Sta/M4pHAQAAMAAJ
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015073065305&seq=7
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Territorial_Papers_of_the_United_Sta/MaCHAAAAMAAJ
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Territorial_Papers_of_the_United_Sta/MaCHAAAAMAAJ
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Volume 9 of The Territorial Papers of the United States (1803-1812): Covers The Territory of 

Orleans 

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.31951d02363839g&seq=7 

https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Territorial_Papers_of_the_United_Sta/OfUQzQEA

CAAJ 

 

Original handwritten papers can be found at the National Archives. An index is here and 

includes Missouri from 1812 to 1820. https://text-message.blogs.archives.gov/wp-

content/uploads/sites/5/2021/12/Territorial-Papers.List_.pdf 

 

The St. Louis Genealogy Society has put together an 1805 Missouri Territory Census which 

appears to be compiled from the documents in The Territorial Papers against Governor 

Wilkinson. This list does not include William Ross. Why? Possibly because he is included on a 

letter from 1806, not 1805. From their website: "Following the Louisiana Purchase, negative 

rumors circulated about Governor Wilkinson. The residents of the St. Louis area showed their 

support for Wilkinson by sending letters to the president. This collection is called the Wilkinson 

Memorial. The residents who signed the letters lived in St. Louis, St. Charles (SC), St. Ferdinand 

(SF), and Ste. Genevieve (SG). In addition, residents from Cape Girardeau and New Madrid areas 

of the Louisiana Territory are included; however, Cape Girardeau and New Madrid residents are 

not indicated by a location designation. The list includes only one female. The transcription 

used the original spelling for each name." Search the names: https://stlgs.org/research-

2/government/census/1805-missouri-territory-census 

 

  

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=umn.31951d02363839g&seq=7
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Territorial_Papers_of_the_United_Sta/OfUQzQEACAAJ
https://www.google.com/books/edition/The_Territorial_Papers_of_the_United_Sta/OfUQzQEACAAJ
https://text-message.blogs.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2021/12/Territorial-Papers.List_.pdf
https://text-message.blogs.archives.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2021/12/Territorial-Papers.List_.pdf
https://stlgs.org/research-2/government/census/1805-missouri-territory-census
https://stlgs.org/research-2/government/census/1805-missouri-territory-census
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A SYNOPSIS 

 

William Ross joined other citizens of the District of Cape Girardeau in the then Upper Louisiana 

territory on January 6, 1806, in petitioning President Thomas Jefferson and the Senate to allow 

Governor James Wilkinson to keep his position as Governor. As someone with ancestors in Ste. 

Genevieve District, it jumps out to me that my Cape ancestor accuses my Ste. Gen ancestor of 

being untruthful about their statements regarding the Governor. My two lines of ancestors were 

against each other in 1805/1806! This Petition makes the point that people in the Cape 

Girardeau District came from the eastern states, but the people of Ste. Genevieve did not (who 

are French Canadian and Native American.) 

 

Curiosity about this document sent me down a rabbit hole in learning history. I encourage you 

to search YouTube to watch the many videos about James Wilkinson and Aaron Burr. There are 

also many books written about this history.  

 

James Wilkinson was the one who tipped off Thomas Jefferson regarding the Aaron Burr 

conspiracy that initiated a court trial. Aaron Burr had already shot Alexander Hamilton on 

July 11, 1804, prior to this incident, and that was my only history knowledge of Aaron Burr from 

my school days.  

 

Aaron Burr was accused of treason for wanting to take over the whole west of Mississippi River 

to start his own country as a separate Western United States. Aaron Burr was found not guilty 

at the conclusion of the court trial.  

 

Wilkinson and Burr had a good relationship, being allies between 1804 and 1805 as they 

planned to explore and possibly steal territory, prior to Wilkinson turning on Burr and in 

betrayal writing letters to President Jefferson on October 9 and December 18, 1806. Jefferson 

fought turning over the letters as a matter of national security being allowed to a president. He 

eventually supplied copies. 

 

It turns out that Wilkinson himself was a scoundrel! He was the highly paid secret "Agent 13" 

for Spain giving them intelligence from the government which no one knew until 1854, years 

after his death in 1825, when documents were discovered. He had led a double life being a 

traitor to Presidents Washington, Adams, Jefferson, and Madison. He was a scoundrel when he 

became a general in the Revolutionary War at age 20! He bamboozled everyone his entire life, 

it seems, except some as found in these controversial petitions. 

 

I do note that this Petition was written in January 1806 prior to the Wilkinson letters to President 

Jefferson in October 1806, making this rebuttal Petition based on rumors that the two were 
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planning a western rebellion. Wilkinson was Governor from July 4, 1805, at the persuasion of 

Burr to Jefferson that he be Governor, until he was removed from office on March 3, 1807, due 

to his involvement in the Aaron Burr conspiracy. Therefore, only half a year transpired between 

the date he became Governor and the date of this Petition in January 1806. 

 

Wilkinson was the commanding general of the Louisiana Territory as Senior Officer of the U.S. 

Army from 1796 to 1798 (and again from 1800 to 1812), so the inhabitants of the territory were 

already familiar with him. Beginning about 1804, Wilkinson had become widely unpopular in 

St. Louis due to interfering with the review board for land claims and refusing to convene a 

territorial legislature as commanding general and later Governor. The French were attempting 

to secure their land claims by winning over American officials, such as Wilkinson, with dinner, 

business ventures, and political support.  

 

I ponder whether the purpose of this Petition was similar to obtain American concessions of 

French and Spanish land grants. There are multiple communications written regarding orders 

to discontinuing digging minerals, which would have greatly affected the people in and around 

Ste. Genevieve. A requirement for approval of a land concession was farming and improvement 

upon the land, such as a house, and this did not include mining or other professions, making a 

loophole to deny a claim. The people in Cape Girardeau did not mine minerals as they were 

farmers.  

 

Prior to the Louisiana Purchase, Spanish and French land concessions often 

required habitacion y cultivacion (habitation and cultivation), meaning settlers had to live on 

and work the land, which generally included farming. The French inhabitants tended to focus 

on hunting, trapping, digging minerals, and trading with the Indians, but the Spanish thought 

agriculture was necessary to increase the population.  

 

It is important to look at the time period of the correspondence because the Homestead Act 

was not until 1862.  In the Homestead Act, to “prove up,” the land had to be farmed, a house 

built, and they had to live on the land for five years. At such time, an intent to file proof was 

published and the claimant filed sworn documents testifying to meeting the requirements. The 

testimony of witnesses were also sworn to and required by the land office before the 

homestead certificate was issued. The certificate, or title, was often called a patent and was 

signed by the President. 

 

I also found many Petitions and a Memorial from all counties in Missouri, such as St. Charles, 

St. Louis, St. Ferdinand, Ste. Genevieve, and Cape Girardeau that supported keeping Governor 

Wilkinson, just like page 389 which is the focus of this writing, which was singularly by Cape 

Girardeau. I have attached some of those pages. I did not find a Petition or Memorial specifically 
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against Governor Wilkinson by Ste. Genevieve to share, but there certainly was cause of concern 

enough for many citizens to sign for him. (I may have missed the document and it may yet 

exist.) 

 

The Petition by those in Cape Girardeau to keep Wilkinson as Governor did not win out as 

Wilkinson was removed from office in May 1806 and replaced in early 1807 by Meriwether 

Lewis, of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, who took office in March 1808, but died on a trip 

to Washington, D.C. in late 1809.  Benjamin Howard was Governor of the Louisiana Territory 

from 1810 to 1812. Lewis's counterpart, William Clark, was appointed the first governor of the 

Missouri Territory in 1813 by President Madison, serving until 1820. Prior to that, beginning in 

1807, he served as a principal Indian agent for the Louisiana Territory.  At the same time, William 

C. C. Claiborne was Governor of the Territory of Orleans from 1803 to1812 as he managed the 

transition that became the State of Louisiana. 

 

 

 

 

 


























































